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PLANNING COMMITTEE 

27 September 2022 

 

 

Application Number: 22/21074/FUL Date Validated: 20 May 2022 

Site Address: Craig-Y-Nos Country Park  

Penycae 

Swansea 

SA9 1GL 

 

Decision Due 

Date: 

28 September 2022 

Applicant:-         Swarco Limited 

Grid Ref: E: 284221  N:215491 

Proposal: 

Installation of 2 x Raption 50 EVCP within Craig-Y-Nos Country Park Car Park. The development 

will involve utilizing 4 existing car park spaces to become 4 EV Charging Bays. the existing spaces will 

be extended into the grass verge, as per site plan to allow for longer vehicles to charge without 

impeding access / egress of the existing car park layout. 

Case Officer: Heather McDowell Community: Tawe Uchaf 

  

Reason(s) Application Reported to Committee: Application site on BBNPA owned land 

 

RECOMMENDATION:   PERMIT subject to condition(s) 
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1. Description of Development  

This application seeks full planning permission for the installation of two Raption 50 EVCP 

(Electric vehicle charge point) and an associated feeder pillar and amendments to car parking 

space layout to be located in the south western corner of the car park. 

 

The proposed development includes the following: 

 Two Raption 50 Electric Vehicle Charging Points (EVCP).  These will measure 1.8m in 

height, 0.94m in width and 0.75m in depth.  These points will be finished in black and 

white branding. 

 One feeder pillar to the rear of the western charging point.  This will measure 1.61m in 

height, 1.71m in width and 0.8m in depth.  The finish colour has not been confirmed by 

the applicant however they have suggested black, grey or green.  This is discussed further 

in this report. 

 Amendment to the car parking layout.  The proposals include a modest increase in the 

size of the four parking spaces associated with proposed charging points to 

accommodate long vehicles.  This will increase the length of the spaces by 2m. 

 

Images in the form of plans and photos have been attached to this report as an appendix to 

further illustrate the proposals. 

 

2. Site and Context 

The proposed location is within the grounds of Craig y Nos Country Park, a Grade II Historic 

Park and Garden.  A number of listed buildings, notably the Grade II* Craig y Nos Castle and 

Grade I Listed Theatre, lie to the south of the proposed site.  The application site is currently in 

use as the country park’s public carpark.  It is accessed via the carpark’s existing gateway on to 

the A4067.   

 

3.  Planning History 

 

App Ref Description Decision Date 

15/12868/FUL Change of use of a small outbuilding to 

be used as two commercial units.  One 

unit will be used as a gallery/shop for 

local craft producers.  The second unit 

will be used as a workshop for stain 

glass producer 

Application 

Permitted 

12th Jan 2016 

18/16939/FUL Installation of bronze 3D landscape 

model mounted on stone plinth on the 

existing terrace. 

Application 

Permitted 

12th Feb 2019 

18/16940/ADV Three monolith information points 

introducing Fforest Fawr Geopark, the 

UNESCO global Geopark family. These 

panels aim to engage visitors and 

encourage them to explore the 

surrounding landscape. 

Application 

Permitted 

12th Feb 2019 

18/16974/FUL Installation of 44 solar panels producing 

13.68KW. Installation of electric feeder 

pillar to supply 2 electric vehicle 

charging points in the car park. 

Application 

Permitted 

12th Feb 2019 
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4.  Relevant Local and National Planning Policy 

 

4.1 Brecon Beacons National Park Authority Local Development Plan and 

Supplementary Planning Guidance 

 

Policy no. Policy 

SP1 National Park Policy 

SP3 Environmental Protection 

1 Appropriate Development in the National Park 

6 Biodiversity and Development 

7 Protected and Important Wild Species 

8 Trees and Development 

9  Ancient Woodland and Veteran Trees 

12 Light Pollution 

17 The Setting of Listed Buildings 

20  Historic Parks and Gardens 

59 Impacts of Traffic 

 
4.2    National Planning Policy and Guidance 

 

Document 
Future Wales: The National Plan 2040 (Feb 2021) 

Planning Policy Wales: 11th Edition (2021) 

 

Technical Advice Note 5: Nature Conservation and Planning (2009)  

 

Technical Advice Note 18: Transport (2007)  

 

Technical Advice Note 24: The Historic Environment (2017) 

 

5.  Summary of Consultation responses 

 

Consultee Comments 

 

Planning Ecologist 

Area 2 

 

A Construction and Environmental Management Plan will be required, to 

include any tree mitigation/protection measures (pending the 

recommendations of the NP Tree Consultant) and detailed pollution 

prevention measures to protect the adjacent watercourse and Restored 

Ancient Woodland site. This may be secured via a condition. 

Biodiversity enhancement proposals are required. 

National Park Tree 

Consultant - Mike 

Higgins 

 

Further information required. 

 

NP Heritage Officer 

Building 

Conservation 

 

Little information seems to have been supplied regarding materials, except 

for a mention of treated ply backboard. I therefore cannot fully assess their 

visual impact on the settings of the various structures or their suitability in 

terms of compliance with Policy SP1 of the LDP. While I am sure little can 
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be done to mitigate their design, some consideration could be given to 

mitigating their overall appearance, perhaps through the use of appropriate 

colours schemes, cladding and / or covering the concrete bases or something 

similar? I would welcome further information and perhaps a discussion 

regarding potential mitigation. 

 

The further information now received in relation to the materials and 

appearance would seem to be acceptable from a heritage perspective. 

Western Power 

Distribution South 

Powys 

 

None received  

NP Heritage Officer 

Archaeology 

 

The application site is located within an area of potential archaeological 

sensitivity. However, given the construction of the modern car park, the 

depth of imported material at the site, and the localised character of the 

proposed development, this application is considered unlikely to have any 

archaeological impact. 

Tawe Uchaf 

Community Council 

 

The Council has no comments to make on this application 

 

CADW (planning 

Consultations) 

 

Whilst it will require the permanent erection of two small cabinets these 

will not alter the way in which this part of the registered park and garden is 

experienced, understood and appreciated. Consequently the proposed 

development will have no impact on the registered Craig-y-Nos Castle and 

Country Park historic park and garden. 

Welsh Government 

Transport 

Department 

 

The A4067 is not part of the trunk road network. The Welsh Government 

(Transport) therefore has no objection or further comments to make. 

Powys County 

Council Highways 

 

The County Council as Highway Authority for the County Class I Highway, 

A4067 

Does Not Wish to Comment on the Application 

 

Copies of the full consultation responses can be found on our website at:  

https://planningonline.beacons-npa.gov.uk/online-applications/?lang=EN 

 

6.  Third Party Representations 

 

Number of objections 0 

Number of representations 0 

Number of supporting contributions 0 

Number of original consultees 3 

Number of contributors 0 

 

https://planningonline.beacons-npa.gov.uk/online-applications/?lang=EN
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7. Well Being and Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 

The well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act places a duty on public bodies to carry out 

sustainable development to improve the way in which we achieve the social, economic, 

environmental and cultural well-being of Wales. The National Park must act in accordance with 

the sustainable development principle and seek to ensure that the needs of the present are 

met without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. As part 

of this duty public bodies must set and publish objectives which are designed to maximise its 

contribution to achieving each of the well-being goals. The 7 goals are: 

- A prosperous Wales 

- A resilient Wales 

- A healthier Wales 

- A more equal Wales 

- A Wales of cohesive communities 

- A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language 

- A globally responsible Wales 

 

The primary objective of Planning Policy Wales Edition 11 (2021) is to ensure that the planning 

system contributes towards the delivery of sustainable development and improves the social, 

economic, environmental and cultural well-being of Wales as required by the Well-being of 

Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015.  

 

The recommendations are made in line with the strategic and individual policies within the 

adopted Local Development Plan. It is considered that the Local Development Plan has been 

prepared to ensure the sustainable development of the National Park, particularly in relation 

to Environmental protection, sustainable distribution of development, housing, economic well-

being, sustainable tourism, sustainable communities, sustainable infrastructure and various 

other considerations.  

 

8. Planning Obligations: 

Not considered necessary for this development. 

 

9. Assessment: 

9.1  Key Gateway Test – Strategic and Spatial Choices: 

 

9.1.1 Good design 

The proposals include the installation of two charging points with an associated cabinet. 
These are of a design typical of facilities such as that proposed and is viewed to be 

acceptable in light of their purpose and context within an existing car park.  
 

9.1.2 Promoting healthier places 
This application concerns the installation of EV charging points which forms part of wider 

efforts to reduce reliance on internal combustion engine (ICE) vehicles, thus improving air 

quality and bringing health benefits. 

 
9.1.3 The Welsh Language 

The proposed development is not deemed to present a risk in terms of introducing ‘any 
element of discrimination between individuals on the basis of their linguistic ability’, as set 
out in PPW 3.28. 

 
9.1.4 Sustainable Management of Natural Resources 
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The installation of electric vehicle charging points at this site will contribute towards wider 
efforts to reduce reliance on ICE vehicles, and therefore reduce dependence of fossil fuels 

for private transport in rural areas.   
 

9.1.5 Strategic Planning 
The installation of the electric vehicle charging points, as proposed by this application, is 

considered to be an important aspect contributing to the future sustainability of the 

National Park residential communities and visitors.  As recognised by Policy 12 of the 

Future Wales: The National Plan 2040, the roll out of sustainable fuelling infrastructure 

is essential for the adoption of ultra-low emission vehicles, particularly in rural areas 

where connectivity by public transport may be more restricted.  With the move away 

from internal combustion engine (ICE) vehicles and the ban on the sale of new ICE cars 

in place from 2030, the installation of charging points such as those proposed by this 

application is supported and considered essential. Whilst this is an existing car park 

serving an existing facility (not a new one), the proposal does contribute to meeting the 

minimum 10% figure of EV charging points which planning authorities should seek within 

car parks associated new non-residential developments (under Future Wales Policy 12).  

 
9.1.6 Placemaking in Rural Areas 

As recognised in PPW Para 3.39, opportunities for reducing car use in rural areas are 
more limited than in urban areas.  The installation of EV charging points such as that 
proposed will contribute to PPW Para 3.38’s key aim of fostering adaptability and resilience 

in rural communities through enabling and supporting the transition from ICE vehicles to 
ultra low emission vehicles. 

 
9.1.7 Managing Settlement Form 

The application site concerned in this application is an established car park.  The proposed 

EV charging points will therefore sit within existing infrastructure and so will not represent 
development that will erode the character of the surrounding countryside, in line with 

PPW Para 3.60. 
 

9.2 Assessing the sustainable benefits of development:           
 

9.2.1 Social considerations 

The proposals will increase accessibility to electric vehicle charging facilities in this rural 
community for both local people and those passing through, and so contribute to wider 

infrastructural development to prepare communities for the transition towards ultra low 
emission vehicles.  The proposals will therefore ensure the continued connectivity 
between small communities within the local area and across the wider National Park and 

Mid Wales. 
 

9.2.2 Economic considerations 
The provision of charging infrastructure at this location will contribute to a wider network 

of charging points across rural areas as described in the Electric Vehicle Strategy for Wales 

(2021), enabling more sustainable movement of visitors and employment and so 

contributing towards economic sustainability. 

 

9.2.3 Cultural considerations 
The provision of infrastructure of this nature will make the purchase of an ultra low 

emission vehicle more viable and practical for local people and, as part of a wider network, 
those travelling throughout rural Mid Wales.  This will contribute towards the 
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‘normalising’ of the choice of ULE vehicles over ICE vehicles, facilitating a cultural shift in 
attitudes and improving their public perception. 

 
9.2.4 Environmental considerations 

The proposed EV chargers will be for the use of ULE vehicles, which, by their nature, 

produce significantly less in terms of carbon emissions and other air pollutants when in 

use.  This will lead to benefits in terms of air quality and, alongside Welsh Government’s 

policy of decarbonisation in electricity generation, will contribute towards lowering 

transport carbon emissions. 

 

Detailed Impact Assessment: 
 

9.2.5 Distinctive and natural places 

 
9.2.5.1 Landscape 

The proposed EV charging points and associated works are small in scale and will be 
located within an existing car park.  It is not anticipated that this will harm the character 

of the wider landscape. 
 
9.2.5..2 Historic Environment 

The application site is located within Craig Y Nos Historic Park and Garden and is in the 
vicinity of a number of listed buildings.  Comments received from CADW regarding the 

impact on the historic park and garden designation stated the opinion that the proposals 
will not affect how the gardens are experienced by visitors, and so no objections were 
raised.   

 
Comments received from the NPA’s Heritage Officer (Archaeology) sought additional 

information regarding the potential impact of the proposals on archaeological remnants 
of the historic walled garden.  From the further information supplied, the officer was 
satisfied that it was unlikely that the proposals would have an archaeological impact.   

 
Comments received from NPA’s Heritage Officer (Building Conservation) expressed 

reservations regarding the colour of the proposed infrastructure.  The applicant 
subsequently submitted exemplar photos to illustrate the finish of the charging points 

(black and white with company branding) and suggested colours of the associated feeder 
pillar (black, grey or green).  The Building Conservation Officer was satisfied with the 
details provided and that the proposals would not unacceptably detract from the built 

heritage of the application site and its surroundings.  To ensure acceptability of the colour 
of the feeder pillar in particular, a condition has been included requiring the submission 

of further details for approval prior to the commencement of works. 
 
9.2.5.3 Water Pollution 

Adjacent to the application site is watercourse, which flows into the River Tawe.  Due to 
its proximity and the potential for harm due to pollution of this watercourse by the 

proposed works, comments received from the NPA’s Planning Ecologist requested the 
imposition of a condition requiring the prior approval of a Construction Environment 

Management Plan (CEMP) prior to the commencement of works.  This has therefore been 
included in the determination recommended to members. 
 

9.2.5.4 Air Pollution 
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The proposals will widen access to energy for ultra low emission vehicles and facilitate a 
move away from ICE vehicles, reducing air pollution. 

 
9.2.5.5 Light Pollution 

The plans submitted as part of this application do not include details of a lighting scheme.  
Due to the nature of the site, any subsequent proposal to install additional external lighting 
is likely to require planning permission however a planning condition requiring any such 

scheme to be submitted and approved by the Local Planning Authority has been applied 
to safeguard against the installation of a potentially harmful scheme. 

 
9.2.5.6 Biodiversity 
The comments received from the NPA’s Planning Ecologist stated the opinion that the 

proposals should include the provision of biodiversity enhancements. The proposed 

development however, by its nature, will promote the use ULE vehicles, which will have 

wider benefits in terms of air quality and mitigation of climate change.  It is also small in 

scale.  It is therefore considered that in this case the inclusion of biodiversity 

enhancements would be unnecessary due to the wider benefits of the scheme. 

9.2.5.7 Trees  
Comments received from the NPA’s Consultant Tree Officer stated the opinion that 
insufficient information had been submitted on the part of the applicant regarding the 
nature of nearby trees and hedgerows and requested further information.  The officer’s 

comments appear to have been made on the basis of photographic evidence showing two 
trees which would have been impacted by any works.  A site visit however has confirmed 

that these trees are no longer present and the distance of the works from the remaining 
vegetation is sufficient for the works to proceed without the need of the submission of 

additional information.  To ensure the protection of this vegetation the officer’s requested 
condition requiring the installation of protective fencing has been included in the 
recommendation to members. 

 
9.2.5.8 Flooding 

The application site is not located with a flood risk zone as set out in Technical Advice 
Note 15: Flooding, and it will not contribute to flood risk by way of its nature or scale. 
 

9.2.6 Active and Social Places 
 

As recognised by PPW Para 3.39, scope of reducing the use of private vehicles in rural 
areas is more limited than in urban areas.  The proposals will therefore facilitate the move 

towards reducing the environmental harm associated with ICE vehicles whilst maintaining 
essential transport networks and connectivity across the local area and Mid Wales more 
widely.  No issues have been raised by the Local Highways Authority or the Welsh 

Government Transport Department in relation to the Trunk Road. 
  

9.2.7 Productive and enterprising places 
 
The proposed EV charging points will form part of a wider network of this increasingly 

essential infrastructure across Wales.  In accommodating the movement of people 
between rural communities and across the wider area, the proposals will further facilitate 

economic development through providing access to work and business opportunities.  
This will also promote resilience in the rural economy.  An expanded network of charging 
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points will also make the National Park more accessible to visitors choosing to travel by 
ULE vehicles.  

 
10. Conclusion 

This application has been considered against the adopted policies of the Brecon Beacons 
National Park Authority Local Development Plan (2013) and Future Wales: The National 

Plan 2040 (2021). In making a recommendation National Policies within Planning Policy 
Wales (Edition 11, 2021) and Policies SP1, SP3, 1, 6, 7, 8, 12, 17, 20, and 59 of the Local 

Development Plan, the comments made by the consultees and other interested parties 
have been taken into consideration. The proposal is considered to comply with the above 
policies. 

 
 National Park Purpose and Duty. 

 
Propose 1:  To conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage of the area. 

The proposals will contribute to wider efforts to reduce carbon and air pollutant emissions 
within the park, which will have benefits for the enhancement of the park’s natural beauty and 

wildlife. 
 

Duty: To seek to foster the social and economic wellbeing of the local communities within the National 
Park in pursuit of our purposes. 
The provision of EV charging points will promote the resilience of local communities through 

moving away from dependence on fossil fuels for transport and will provide the infrastructure 
essential for the transition towards ultra low emissions vehicles. 

 
 Sustainable Management of Natural Resources. 

The proposals will facilitate the transition away from ICE and dependence on fossil fuels for 

private transport, and therefore lead to more sustainable use of natural resources in this 
regard. 

 
 Sustainable Development. 

It is the opinion of this officer that, along with the installation of similar schemes across Wales 
and rural areas in particular, the proposal will contribute towards meeting sustainable 
development goals both in terms of local impact and more widely.  This is principally in terms 

of environmental impact, but also in terms of social and economic sustainability benefits.   
 

         Options: Implications for sustainable development if: 

 Refusal 
Refusal would result in a lack of suitable facilities enabling the transition away from ICE vehicles 
towards ULE vehicles, impacting both local people and visitors to the area.  Efforts to reduce 

dependence on fossil fuels for transportation would be hampered, and would impact progress 
towards environmental, social, economic and cultural sustainability goals and would harm the 
long term resilience of rural communities. 

 
 Permitted 

As outlined in this report, permitting the installation of electric vehicle infrastructure as 
proposed would lead to environmental, cultural, economic and social benefits, and would 
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contribute to wider efforts to increase the resilience of the local rural community and those 
to which it connects more widely across the National Park and Mid Wales. 

 
11. Recommendation: Permit 

 

Conditions and/or Reasons: 

 

1 The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the expiration of five years 

from the date of this permission. 

2 The development hereby approved shall be carried out strictly in accordance with 

the approved plans (drawings entitled ‘Location Plan’ received 18th May 2022 and 

Craig Y Nos: Proposed Site Charging Layout’ received 5th July 2022 and detailed in 

email received 7th September 2022) and the schedule of materials indicated thereon, 

except where otherwise stipulated by conditions attached to this permission. 

3 Prior to the commencement of any development works in association with the 

development hereby approved, a Construction and Environmental Management Plan 

(CEMP) shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. 

The CEMP shall include full details of all necessary pollution prevention measures as 

well as details regarding the storage of plant, machinery, materials and waste during 

the implementation of the development. The development shall then be implemented 

strictly in accordance with the approved CEMP. 

 4  All retained trees, and hedges and/or any trees whose canopies overhang the site 

shall be protected by strong fencing in accordance with BS5837: 2012 Trees in 

relation to design, demolition and construction – Recommendations for the 

duration of the development’s construction. The fencing shall be erected before any 

equipment, machinery or materials are brought onto the site for the purposes of the 

development, and shall be maintained until all equipment, machinery and surplus 

materials have been removed from the site. Nothing shall be stored or placed within 

any fenced area, and the ground levels within those areas shall not be altered, nor 

shall any excavation be made, without the prior written consent of the local planning 

authority. 

5 Prior to installation, a colour scheme detailing the colour and finish of the GRP Feeder 

Pillar shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. 

The development shall be constructed in accordance with the approved details. 

6 No external lighting shall be installed until an external lighting plan is submitted to 

and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The scheme shall avoid 

conflict with wildlife corridors and biodiversity enhancement measures and shall be 

implemented as approved. 

 

Reasons: 

 

1 Required to be imposed by Section 91 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. 

 2 To ensure adherence to the approved plans and to protect the general character and 

amenities of the area. 

 3 To comply with Section 6 of Planning Policy Wales (2021), Technical Advice Note 5 

and Policies SP3, 1, 4, 6 and 7 of the adopted Local Development Plan for the BBNP. 

 To comply with the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), the Conservation 

of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) and the Environment (Wales) 

Act 2016. 
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 4 In the interests of maintaining a suitable scheme of landscaping to protect the visual 

amenity of the area, to maintain the special qualities of the landscape and habitats 

through the protection, creation and enhancement of links between sites and their 

protection for amenity, landscape and biodiversity value. Local Development Plan: 

Strategic Policy 1 (National Park Policy) Strategic Policy 3 (Environmental Protection) 

Strategic Policy 10 (Sustainable Distribution of Development) Policies 8 (Trees and 

Development) 9 (Ancient Woodland and veteran trees), Technical Advice Note 

(TAN) 5: Nature Conservation and Planning (2009), Technical Advice Note (TAN) 

10: Tree Preservation Orders (1997) 

 5 To ensure the satisfactory appearance of the development. 

 6  To comply with Planning Policy Wales (2021), Technical Advice Note 5 and Policies 

SP3, 1, 3, 4, 6, 7 and 12 of the adopted Local Development Plan for the Brecon 

Beacons National Park (2013). To comply with the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 

(as amended), the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as 

amended) and the Environment (Wales) Act 2016.  

 

Informative Notes: 

 

Biodiversity/Wildlife and Countryside Act 

1. All nesting birds, their nests, eggs and young are protected by law and it is an offence to:  

 intentionally kill, injure or take any wild bird 

 intentionally take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird whilst it is in use or being built  

 intentionally take or destroy the egg of any wild bird 

 intentionally (or recklessly) disturb any wild bird listed on Schedule1 while it is nest building, 

or at a nest containing eggs or young, or disturb the dependent young of such a bird.  The 

maximum penalty that can be imposed - in respect of a single bird, nest or egg - is a fine of 

up to 5,000 pounds, six months imprisonment or both.  

The applicant is therefore reminded that it is an offence under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 

1981 (as amended) to remove or work on any hedge, tree or building where that work involves 

the taking, damaging or destruction of any nest of any wild bird while the nest is in use or being 

built, (usually between late February and late August). If a nest is discovered while work is being 

undertaken, all work must stop and advice sought from Natural Resources Wales. 

2. Work should halt immediately and Natural Resources Wales (NRW) contacted for advice in the 

event that protected species are discovered during the course of the development.  To proceed 

without seeking the advice of NRW may result in an offence under the Conservation of Habitats 

and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) and/or the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as 

amended) being committed. NRW can be contacted at: 

NRW, Cantref Court, Brecon Road, Abergavenny, NP7 7AX Tel: 0300 065 3000 
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Appendix: Illustrative Materials 
 

1. Drawing: Proposed Site Layout Plan (Extract) 

 

 
 



Page 13 of 14 

 

2. Photo: Proposed Location of EV Charging Points 
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3. Photo: Proposed Finish of Electric Vehicle Charging Point 

 


